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JULIA LAGERMAN’S COMPILATION PhD thesis examines the impact of
far-right nationalist anti-LGBT'Q_politics and activism in Sweden on
the politics of Swedish homonationalism. In her 2007 book Terrorist
Assemblages, Jasbir Puar developed the concept of homonationalism to
draw critical attention to how gay rights had been co-opted and instru-
mentalised by some Western states (and other political actors) within
racist discourses that construct the non-white homophobic migrant
Other as a threat to the gay subject which is racialised as white. La-
german’s contribution to the study of homonationalism is timely given
recent critiques of the concept for overlooking the racial politics of anti-
LGBTQ activism (Smith 2017).

Lagerman’s thesis examines the growth of nationalist, neo-Nazi, and
far-right anti-LGBTQ_politics and activism in Sweden between 2016
and 2020, when several neo-Nazi groups held counterdemonstrations at
Pride events. During this period, the far-right Sweden Democrats Party
campaigned against LGBTQ_equalities initiatives and municipalities’
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flying of the rainbow flag. Lagerman examines the extent to which these
events have influenced the development of Swedish homonationalism.

The thesis is innovative in its application of Marxist theories of con-
tradiction to examine the dialectical relationship between Swedish
homonationalism and neo-Nazi and far-right anti-LGBTQ politics and
activism. Lagerman focuses on the “nationalist contradiction” between
the two competing and opposing processes of nationalist heteronor-
mativity and homonationalism, which “mutually both undermine and
reinforce each other” (16) in centering the symbolic importance of gen-
der and LGBTQ politics within struggles over the meaning of Swedish
national identity and nationalism. The thesis is beautifully written, and
there is a clear alignment between the research questions, the theoreti-
cal framework, and methodology developed in the Zappa, and the ana-
lytical themes presented in the five research articles that follow.

'The overarching research question of the thesis is “What are the eco-
nomic and social processes behind homonationalist discourse, and how
are they altered by nationalist anti-LGBT'Q politics and activism?” (114).
This question is further broken down into four subquestions regarding
the relationship between homonationalism and urban entrepreneurial-
ism; how far-right nationalist and neo-Nazi activism has responded to
homonationalist discourse; discourses of the nation in far-right nation-
alist and neo-Nazi anti-LGBTQ_activism; and how such activism has
been policed by the Swedish state.

The primary method used to research these questions empirically is
critical discourse analysis of texts from archival sources, including news
media representations of neo-Nazi and far-right anti-LGBTQ activism;
neo-Nazi blog posts; and court cases and police documents. In addi-
tion, Lagerman undertook interviews with anti-Nazi activists and with
people working for city authorities in Gothenburg and Stockholm who
were responsible for marketing EuroPride in 2018, as well as with a
police officer about the policing of neo-Nazi activism at LGBTQ Pride
events. The empirical findings are presented in five original articles.

Article I, “Nationalist Contradictions: On the Relations between
Homonationalism and Nationalist Anti-LGBTQ Politics and Activism,’
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presents the thesis’s main theoretical argument about the nationalist
contradiction, i.e., the dialectical relationship between homonationalist
and far-right and neo-Nazi anti-LGBTQ_politics and activism. This
article makes a distinctive geographical contribution to the analysis of
homonationalism, arguing that “[t]hrough homonationalist narrations
of places as ‘LGBTQ_friendly’ (in comparison to those that are not),
LGBTQ _people and spaces are abstracted for what value they bring to
places such as the nation” (9).

This insight is developed further in Article II, “The Convergence of
Homonationalism and Urban Entrepreneurialism” (co-authored with
Rhiannon Pugh), which examines the city marketing of EuroPride
2018 in Gothenburg and Stockholm. This article provides an insightful
analysis of how homonationalism instrumentalises LGBTQ_spaces to
exploit the labour that has gone into producing these often temporary
spaces, and reproduces homonationalist discourses about Sweden as a
safe LGBTQ_space.

In Article ITI, “Neo-Nazi Heteroactivism and the Swedish Nation-
alist Contradiction,” Lagerman draws on Browne and Nash’s (2017)
concept of heteroactivism, i.e., activism promoting the heteronormative
family as opposed to the deployment of more explicit homophobic dis-
course, to analyse neo-Nazi blog posts and online activism. Lagerman
argues that neo-Nazi activists seek to adjust their public statements to
take account of Swedish laws against hate speech.

Swedish homonationalist responses to neo-Nazi and far-right anti-
LGBTQ_politics and activism in Sweden are explored in Article IV,
through analysis of media representations of these events and their
aftermath. Within media reports of anti-LGBTQ_activism and poli-
tics by Swedish neo-Nazis and the Swedish far right, Lagerman notes
a tendency to link them to external Others, for instance by comparing
them with Islamist terrorists. A key homonationalist trope is that Swe-
den risks becoming more like other countries that have less respect for
LGBTQ rights and equality.

Article V examines the policing of LGBTQ spaces by police and neo-
Nazi activists and the relationships between these two forms of policing.
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Lagerman presents her analysis of the spatial politics of Pride event po-
licing — examining the spatial tactics of disruption by neo-Nazis to max-
imise publicity, including placing themselves in front of Pride events to
create the greatest impact (amplified online), and through the contested
regulation of public space. These actions are seen by LGBTQ_activists
as a policing of heteronormativity in the space by neo-Nazis, enabled by
legal authorities and tolerated because they are considered expressions
of political speech and the right of assembly.

By providing a rigorous and original examination of the “nationalist
contradiction” at the heart of the dialectical relationship between neo-
Nazi, far-right, and homonationalist discourses of the nation, Lager-

man’s thesis significantly enriches our understanding of the politics of

homonationalism.
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